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The House voted to repeal a : 
controversial ! no-knock law j 
which allows federal agents to | 
search residences in some in-! 
stances without identifying! 
themselves. J,- ~C 
(The measure .was sent to the 
Senate Tuesday on a voice: 
vote. 

v The 1970 law was designed 
to help apprehend drug of- 
fenders. It allows federal 
judges to issue warrants au- 
thorizing Justice Department; 
agents to break into resi- 
dences unannounced for 
searches in cases where the 
property being sought might be 
destroyed or the agents would 
be in danger if they knocked. 

; In calling for repeal of the 
law earlier this year, a House ! 
committee said Justice Depart- j 
nient agents, : “in their eager-' 
ness to crush illicit, drug traf- 
ficking, have mistakenly bro- 
ken into,4fte hgmgs .aad-aga)gt« 
nients of dozens of innocent 
f amBiesFfeirMdzihg the- oceu- ' 

I pants and heavily damaging 
property.” 



